Sheldon Bair's music is noteworthy for including interesting parts for all sections, providing fingerings and bowings where needed, and giving the teacher different elements to teach in each piece.
Air and Dance (grade 3)
A short Air in D Minor is followed by a retro-disco dance in D Minor, A Minor, and finally in A Major. There is some divisi and 3rd position in first violin, and the dotted eighth-sixteenth rhythm is used in the Dance.
Carols from Canada (grade 3)
Consisting of three carols - The Huron Carol, The Cherry Tree Carol, and Whence Come You, Shepherd Maiden — this arrangement focuses on eighth notes, triple and quadruple pizzicato stops in cello, and the occasional brush stroke hi the upper strings.
A Celtic Journey (grade 5)
Capitalizing on the popularity of Celtic music, this arrangement focuses on interesting rhythms in a 3/2 time signature, and includes a violin solo. The ABA work includes divisi parts for all sections except the basses, and goes up to 5* position for first violins.
Chester Variations (grade 3 for orchestra and bass solo; grade 5 for solo quartet)
Do you need a great piece to showcase your principal players? Here it is! With a tricky first violin solo (including a fiddle tune!), and with the two solo violins reaching 5th position (briefly), your principals will definitely have to practice this music, but will also certainly enjoy the challenge. The work starts in A Major for the quartet, but quickly turns to D, G, C, E-flat (briefly - soloists only), and back to C for an exciting finale.
Chorale Prelude on "O Lamm Gottes" (grade 5)
Using the chorale that Bach and other composers used in Passion music, this Chorale Prelude is a kind of Fantasia. It includes sections in fast % and 7/8 time signatures, and also includes a brief solo for the principal 2nd violin. This work requires a harpist (or pianist).
Fantasy on a French Carol (grade 3)
Based on 'Bring a Torch Jeanette Isabella', this work begins with the tune in the first violins, but is followed by the viola and cellos playing the melody under a lovely violin 1 obbligato. A short fugue leads to a soft ending. There are some divisi parts, and first violin plays briefly in 3rd position.
Holiday Airs (grade 2)
Your audience will feel like it is at the shore with the beginning of this arrangement of three carols. The cellos make the beginning sound like water lapping at the side of a boat. "I Saw Three Ships' leads into "Joseph Lieber, Joseph Mem" (they play simultaneously for a short while), which then leads into "The Holly and the Ivy".
